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PRAYER FOR MISSIONS 


DADBe OSA YER is a great power in the kingdom of God. 
> ~, Lhe entire range of what it has accomplished, 
is a3 e and is accomplishing to this very hour, that day 
Pasascrasaia alone shali reveal which is to bring all hidden 
B<SSSSSESSS «things to light. Yet even now we can see some- 
vey of its power in the life and influence of such as are in 
God’s judgment men of prayer. From the time of his con- 
version the life of St. Paul bore the inscription, “‘Behold, he 
prayeth,’’ and to leave his praying out of account in seeking 
to explain the success of this extraordinary man as a missionary, 
is to omit a prime factor from the equation. ~The Apostle, who 
in all humility could say of himself, “I laboured more abund- 
antly than they all,’’? must have had a very lofty conception of 
the power of prayer, if he exhorts “‘first of all that supplica- 
tions, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made’? and 
if he never grows weary of most urgently and most solemnly ex- 
horting that his converts would ‘“‘strive together’’* in their 
prayers to God for him, as though it were a battle in which the 
victory can only be won by united prayer. And from the 
abundant intercession which he offers, and into which his let- 
ters afford an insight, we are justified in concluding that in 
fulfilling his vocation he did nothing, he made no plans, under- 
took no journey, preached no sermon, chose no fellow-workers, 
collected no money, and bore no suffering without a special 
upward look to God, even although the indications of this com- 


munion are but scanty.® 
1 Acts ix. 12 2 i, Cor. xv. 10 8 j, Tim. ii. 1 
4 Rom. xv. 30; Eph. vi. 18, 19; Col. iv. 8; i. Thess. v. 24; ii. Thess. iii. 1 
6 Acts xiii, 3; xiv. 23; xvi. 6ff.; xviii. 9f.; xx.36; xxi.5; xxvii. 23; Rom.i1l 
i. Cor. iv. 12; ii. Cor. viii. 16; ix.11, 13; xii.8 
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The Apostle then must have had a lofty conception of 
the power of prayer, and this is only to be explained as the re- 
sult of his assurance that God performs what is asked of Him 
in prayer. It would be an offence against St. Paul to say 
that prayer meant to him merely inward concentration, and had 
only a psychological influence. For him the prayer of faith sets 
in action divine powers which would without it not be set in 
motion. ‘There is indeed a great mysterium in the matter of 
prayer, in that God should, humanly speaking, allow His 
movements to be controlled thereby. He is the Lord of the 
harvest, who is more nearly concerned than we are that the 
harvest be gathered in. He gives the laborers and makes their 
labor fruitful: yet Jesus commands us: “‘Pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he send forth laborers into his har- 
vest,’ as if all depended on our prayers. We bow before the 
mystery of divine majesty and human power. Without God we 
can do nothing, and without us God can do nothing. While 
ion the one hand it humbles us to the dust that the result of all 
our work depends entirely upon God, yet on the other hand 
it exalts us that God allows us to participate in His working 
by our prayers. He means to build up His kingdom by human 
agency, hence He demands, not merely our work, but our 
prayers. Let us cease our search into a question which is 
only to be revealed when faith has become sight, and let us 
rather thank our God that He has coupled the command to work 
with the injunction to pray, and thus made it possible for us 
continually to obtain from Him the gifts and the help we re- 
quire in His service. 


1 Matt. ix. 88 
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In missions, in particular, we need the strengthening which 
is in prayer. For in face of the magnitude of the task set be- 
fore us in Jesus’ commission: ‘‘Make disciples of all the nations,’”* 
and in face of the tangle of difficulties bound up with the ful- 
filment of this command, there sweeps over us an overwhelming 
sense of the insufficiency of all human power, which must dis- 
courage us were it not that prayer is made to stand beside, nay 
before, work. Hence the conditions to be fulfilled in prayer, 
if it is to make missionary labor fruitful, are of supreme 
practical importance. ‘The search for these conditions resolves 
itself into a subjective question and an objective: ‘*Who is 
he who prays aright for missions? ’’ and ““What must be the 
content of such a man’s prayer? ”” 


Conditions in the Intercessor 


We cannot point blank ask every one to pray for Mis- 
sions. It is much more difficult to pray for Missions than to 
give to them. It was His disciples whom Jesus asked to 
pray the Lord of the harvest that He would send forth laborers 
into his harvest,? and St. Paul besought the brethren for 
their prayers on his behalf. The disciples were Jesus’ pupils, 
Jesus’ friends, Jesus’ followers, Jesus’ servants; and the brethren 
were those who had believed on Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Saviour, and had received “‘the Spirit of adoption, whereby we 
cry, Abba, Father;’’* those who, in the fellowship of the gos- 
pel, had fellowship one with another, and who in that fellow- 
ship were united with St. Paul and took a hearty share in his 
work for the kingdom of God; those in whase hearts he struck 


? Matt. xxviii. 19 2 Matt. ix. 37 f 
$ Rom. xv. 30; Eph. vi. 10, 18f.; i. Thess. v. 25; ii. Thess. iii. 1 4 Rom. viii. 15 
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a responsive chord when he besought them “by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and by the love of the Spirit.” Only those who 
have found an entrance to the grace of God through Jesus 
Christ and who frequent the Holy of Holies when they pray— 
only such are ripe for missionary intercession. We can only 
really pray for missions if we habitually lead a life of prayer, 
and a life of prayer can only be led if we have entered into a 
life of communion with God. 

Now prayer for missions is intercessory prayer, and prayer 
for oneself is doubtless easier than that for others. Intercession, 
which advocates the interests of others before the throne of God 
with as much sincerity and readiness as its own interests, pre- 
supposes not only maturity in prayer, but maturity in the whole 
Christian life, and in particular maturity in love. That God’s 
name be glorified, that God’s kingdom be built up, that God’s 
will be done—I can only pray for these things in all sincerity 
when these great petitions have become matters of persona! 
heartfelt concern to myself. Such prayer as this is not to be 
called forth by general exhortations; it is born when growing 
maturity in the Christian life gives us a priestly heart. 

There is a third condition, namely, that I should know 
something about missions. Many prayers, not only prayers 
for missions, suffer from being so general as to be colorless; 
they are often long prayers, but they have no real content. | 
once heard Moody tell a story of how a poor woman at a cer- 
tain prayer meeting interrupted one who was offering an in- 
terminable prayer with the words. “‘But do pray for some- 
thing!” He who would pray aright must pray for something 


1 Rom. xv. 80 
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—that is a truth as simple as it is often neglected. If prayer 
for missions is not to be empty of meaning, and is to be pre- 
served from the danger of becoming mere phraseology, we 
must possess some knowledge of missions, some particular 
knowledge, moreover, in order to know for what to pray at 
this present moment, in order to be able to make definite needs, 
definite necessities and definite people the object of supplica- 
tion and intercession. There are also, I know, comprehensive 
general prayers for missions which can justify themselves from 
Biblical models; e. g. the three first petitions in the Lord’s 
Prayer, but these are rather prayer themes to be handled in a 
concrete form in view of the special circumstances in the mani- 
fold missionary enterprise of the present time. ‘‘Strive together 
with me in your prayers to God for me,” begs St. Paul, and 
how often is this request repeated by missionaries at the present 
time. [he more prayer is offered for one whom we know and 
for special cases with which we become familiar, the more sin- 
cere, living, heartfelt and fervent, and hence the more potent, 
will our prayer for missions become. 


The Content of True Prayer for Missions 


What should be the content of prayer for missions? 
According to St. Paul’s directions: ‘‘In everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God,’ everything which is a source of anxiety 
and a reason for thanksgiving, in home mission work as much 
as in the foreign mission field, is to be included in prayer. Yet 
there are certain leading topics which form, so to speak, the 
great fundamental categories of prayer for missions. The 

1 Rom. xv, 30 2 Phil. iv. 6 
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best school for the prayer life is to carefully study the prayer 
life of Jesus Christ and of St. Paul as far as an insight into them 
is possible for us. How many hours, how many nights did 
Jesus spend alone in prayer to the Heavenly Father, and here 
and there how often do we gather from the context what He 
talked with Him about. With regard to missions in particular, 
His prayer before the choice of the Apostles, His high-priestly 
prayer, and His prayer in Gethsemane are rich in teaching. St. 
Paul’s epistles are scored through by an abundance of direc- 
tions for prayer and by intercessions, and are almost without 
exception full of missionary references. And in many respects 
the Acts of the Apostles amplify the Apostolic correspondence. 

As far as I can see, there are five principal points to be 
included in the content of prayer for missions: missionary work- 
ers; converts; those in authority in mission fields; opponents of 
missions, and thanksgiving. 

1. Under missionary workers must be included the mis- 
sionaries proper, the native assistants, and the leaders of the 
missionary enterprise who maintain missionary zeal in the home- 
land. ‘There is a two-fold petition for all these; the prayer for 
workers, and actual intercession on behalf of the workers. The 
question of workers is the vital question in missions; for it is 
upon living personalities that the success of missions pre-emi- 
nently depends. 

We cannot make these men and women; God must give 
them. Hence it was that Jesus Himself prayed before He 
chose the Apostles! and bade His disciples, ““Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he send forth laborers into his har- 


vest; hence it was that the Apostles, when they made un the 
1 Luke vi.12 2 Matt. ix. 38 
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number of the twelve, prayed: ““Thou, Lord, who knowest the 
hearts of all men. . . show whom thou has chosen;’”! hence it 
was that the Church at Antioch prayed that the Holy Ghost might 
separate the right men whom He had chosen for the first epoch- 
making missionary journey.? From these verses we already see an 
indication of the fact that such prayer is not only to be con- 
cerned with the number of missionaries. “The words of Jesus, 
**The laborers are few,’’® do indeed refer to their number, and 
the prayer is that it may be in night proportion to the great- 
ness of the harvest. But to pray, as is so often done, for a 
mere increase in the number of missionaries, as though it were 
merely a question of numbers, is to be oblivious to the fact that 
as regards workers for God it is not so much a question of the 
guantum as the quale. Of course there are mission fields 
in which we require numerous missionaries, but what is more 
necessary, and that everywhere, is that we have more mission- 
aries distinguished by inward spiritual qualifications and pre- 
eminence in culture; men full-grown in their lofty vocation; and 
among them moreover a larger number of such as by their gifts 
and the width of their horizon are capable of leading their 
fellow-workers. 

As missions develop, the scope of their activities will 
increase. Congregationc’ and ecclesiastical organization, the 
training of native teachers, the creation of good native literature 
—to name but these three—demand the powers of trained 
theologians, and if the Universities are to produce them in 
greater abundance than hitherto, you must make it a special 
subject for your intercession. We need more theologians in 


1 Actsi.24 2? Acta xiii. 2  °% Matt. ix. 38 
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missionary service; it is, however, a question with them, too, 
of the quale. ‘They must be theologians who can say with St. 
Peter, both we have believed and known that ““Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God,’? and also, “Lord, thou 
knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee;’’? theo- 
logians with not merely superficial but thorough intellectual 
equipment, assured as regards the Bible, entering missionary 
service with the determination to remain in it. 

In face of the increasing spread of missions and the ever 
increasingly imperative education of the native church to- 
wards independence, it is further of growing importance to 
pray for workers from among the natives, and in this case also 
for such as possess, together with personal assurance of faith, 
spiritual experience and moral strength of character, such a 
grounding in the knowledge and light of Christian doctrine as 
to faith and life as will enable them to become the leaders 
and pastors of their fellow-countrymen. More self-propaga- 
tion of Christianity by the native church, and that not mere- 
ly by professional paid native teachers and pastors, but by the 
congregations—such must in our present-day missions also be 
our earnest endeavor and prayer. Nowadays we talk a great 
deal about the necessity for native teachers, and we even do 
a great deal to educate them; but I fear too little prayer is 
offered on their behalf, and especially on behalf of their religious 
and moral qualifications. St. Paul’s farewell address to the 
elders of Ephesus, the instructions which he gives Timothy and 
Titus, and the requirements he makes of the Apostolic Bishops 
in the Pastoral Epistles, especially in respect of moral aptitude 


1 Matt. xvi. 16 2 John xxi. 17 
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and teaching capacity, give us the essential content of our 
prayers for native workers. 

Thirdly, missionary workers in the homeland are to be 
included in our prayers for missions. In the first place, the 
directors of missionary societies, on whom rests such a great 
responsibility, because so much depends upon their wisdom 
and energy, their organizing and executive powers, as also upon 
the confidence vested in them, by which they exercise their 
supreme influence both as regards the sound management of mis- 
sions abroad and the strong support of missions at home. That 
God would give this executive office to the right men when there 
is an election of new officers, and that He would guide and 
control by His Holy Spirit those who already occupy this 
office—should be asked in prayer much more often and more 
fervently than is at present the case. ‘There is no doubt as to 
the value to be set upon a community which stands behind the 
missionaries in the homeland, well informed on the subject of 
missions, enthusiastic about them, giving and praying for them. 
That such a missionary-hearted community may exist, that its 
missionary zeal may endure and that its contributions may in- 
crease with the increasing needs of growing missionary enter- 
prise, so that lack of funds may not hinder the course of the 
gospel, what an important object is this for missionary inter- 
cession! And besides, here too, workers are indispensable. That 
God would give them, and that He would grant to all the 
clergy, who by their calling are the best adapted to this work, 
that they be joyful and successful supporters and friends of real 
missionary life in the homeland, how earnestly should inter- 
cession be made for this! 
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In intercession for missionary workers there are four points 
on which St. Paul lays chief stress: i. That they may have the 
unswerving boldness requisite in a missionary calling even in 
sorrow and tribulation;! ii. That God would give them an 
entrance into the lands and the hearts of the heathen;? in. 
That they should in their conversation give “no occasion of 
stumbling in anything, that our ministrations be not blamed; 
but in everything commending ourselves, as ministers of God.’’® 
That their lives may be a manifestation of their doctrine and 
an ensample for their followers; iv. That they may receive 
the divine protection, which missionaries so sorely need in face 
of the manifold evils and dangers which threaten their life, and 
especially in face of the enemies who oppress them personally 
and lay very real hindrances in their path. We may also 
add the petition offered by Jesus Himself in His high-priestly 
prayer, that they may be kept from the evil that is in the world, 
and may all be one, even as He and the Father are one.5 

2. After missionary workers the most far-reaching topic for 
missionary intercession isthe converts, and I am afraid those who 
support missions to-day do not yet lay upon this topic the stress 
which is at all adequate to its importance, and which is due to 
the native church throughout the missionary world. In look- 
ing through the numerous intercessory prayers of St. Paul, we 
find that they have as their objective not the heathen, but the 
converts from heathenism. We find that he prays, not for the 
conversion of non-Christians, but for those who have been con- 
verted. And this for two reasons: first, because he knows 


1 Eph. vi.19 2? Col. iv.3; ii. Thess, iii. 1 8 ii. Cor. vi. 3. ff 
* ii. Cor. i, 8-12; Rom. xv. 31; ii. Thess. iii. 2 6 John xvii. 11,15 
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from personal experience that the good work is not accomplished 
in those who have believed but is only begun; in Christian ex- 
perience as in the Christian life they are as yet children; in the 
midst of their heathen surroundings they are exposed to great 
temptations, and therefore sorely in need of being borne up 
in prayer. Secondly, because in the spread of Christianity 
quite as much, if not more, depends upon the word of testimony 
which they utter concerning their faith and upon the holy 
conversation by which they manifest themselves as light and salt 
amid their surroundings, as upon the work of the missionary. 
St. Paul therefore does what Jesus does in His high-priestly 
prayer, and for the same reasons; he prays not for the world, 
but for those whom the Father has already given Him,? 
and for those “‘who shall believe in Him” by the word of 
the Apostles. What did St. Paul ask on behalf of the 
Christians and the Christian churches of his day? Two 
things especially: first, that they might grow in knowl- 
edge, and in such knowledge as is bound up with being stead- 
fast in the faith, rooted in love, and strong through the power of 
God.? Secondly, that their conversation might be worthy of 
the gospel, that so the power of the Christian faith might be 
manifested, the Word of God and God Himself glorified, and 
by this means a mighty missionary enterprise carried on. 

3. The third leading subject in prayer for Missions St. 
Paul calls ‘‘“Kings, and for all that are in authority.”? At 
first sight this is perhaps surprising; but rulers have an influential 
position not only with regard to the earthly welfare of mankind, 
but also with regard to the furtherance of the kingdom of God in 


1 John xvii, 24 2 Eph.i.16f; Eph.iii6f 7 i. Tim.ii.2 
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the world, and hence their right to a chief place in the prayers 
of Christians. We are not to pray that they may forcibly 
assist in the spread of Christianity by their earthly power, but 
that under their rule their subjects, their Christian subjects in 
particular, “may lead a quiet and peaceable life.” Those in 
authority are so placed that they may maintain right, exercise 
justice, make for order and security, punish evil-doers, and pro- 
tect the righteous; more the Apostle does not expect nor ask 
of them, nor do we to-day. But what a service would be 
rendered to missions even if those in whose hands lies the con- 
trol of the mission field would carry on righteous and peaceful 
government, permit the preaching of the gospel unhindered, 
place its messengers and hearers under the protection of the 
rights of citizenship, and so render possible a quiet and peace- 
able life in all piety and honesty. To-day especially, when 
such threatening storm-clouds lower on the African and Asiatic 
horizon, and when we are living in a colonial era in which the 
majority of the non-Christian world is subject to Christian 
Governments—of what far-reaching importance is the prayer 
for influential heathen rulers, as also for responsible Christian 
Governments, that they may so rule that all men may be saved, 
and come to the knowledge of the truth.? 

4. The fourth topic is the opponents of missions. Just 
as living men at home and abroad are the chief furtherers of 
the missionary cause, so also are living men at home and abroad 
the chief hinderers to missions. If these hinderers be heathen, 
this is not so very surprising; they stand under the enslaving 
dominion of the powers of darkness, and “they know not what 


1 i. Tim, ii. 2 2 i. Tim. ii. 4 


PRAYER FOR MISSIONS 15 





they do;’’? but if baptized Christians, brought up within Christen- 
dom, withstand the spread of Christianity, it is much worse 
than anything St. Paul experienced in his day at the hands of 
his adversaries. Nothing to-day hinders the success of mis- 
sions so much as the directly and indirectly adverse attitude 
of countless nominal Christians. And in the mission field what 
counter-influences are exercised by the great nominally Christian 
Diaspora, the majority of whom lead a life which makes Chris- 
tianity a byword! And this not merely on account of the 
many sins of single individuals, but even more by reason of 
the ruthless self-seeking which characterizes almost every com- 
mercial and political transaction between the Christian Occi- 
dent and non-Christian lands. Besides the many spiteful at- 
tacks against missionaries and their work, think of the doubts 
as to the Christian doctrine of salvation, which pour into the 
heathen world, through intercourse with unbelieving Christians 
and the agnostic literature of Christendom, and you stand be- 
fore a phalanx of influences counter to the work of missions, 
which call forth, even more energetically to us than to the 
Christians in the Apostolic age, the Pauline exhortation, 
“Strive,”’ yes, “‘strive, together with me in your prayers,’’? that 
their power may be broken and the missionary cause freed 
from hostile and wicked men. And pray even more fervently 
on behalf of the thousands who go out to-day into the non- 
Christian world, that God would grant unto them to live 
uprightly among the heathen, that they may win a good name 
for Christianity, and become, not opponents, but fellow-workers, 
in the work of spreading it abroad. 


1 Luke xxiii. 34 2 Rom. xv. 80 
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5. We have not yet, however, exhausted the content of 
prayer for missions; there still remains an important part— 
thanksgiving. St. Paul exhorts “in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God,’’! and he himself does so abundantly in his 
prayers for missions. All his prayers begin with thanks- 
giving. He has much to pray for, many things about which 
to admonish, even to censure; but first of all he gives thanks— 
subtle Christian wisdom! ‘Thanksgiving uplifts so that one is 
not weighted with one’s burden; thanksgiving gives wings to 
prayer; thanksgiving for the good seen in others is preservation 
against one-sided criticism, and takes the sting from correction; 
thanksgiving is also a strengthening of faith and a key to mercy 
anew from God: “*Whoso offereth the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
glorifeth me.’”? 

For what does St. Paul render thanks? He writes to the 
Romans, ‘‘First, I thank my God .. . that your faith is pro- 
claimed throughout the whole world;’’? to the Ephesians, ‘‘I also, 
having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is among you, 

. cease not to give thanks for you;’’* to the Thessalonians, 
*“We give thanks to God always for you all, . . . remembering 
without ceasing your work of faith and labor of love and pa- 
tience of hope,’’® in particular, in all your persecutions and 
afflictions; to Timothy, “I thank God. .... having been re- 
minded of the unfeigned faith that is in thee,’’* and similarly 
to Philemon.? He writes to the Philippians, “I thank my 
God .. . for your fellowship in furtherance of the gospel 


1 Phil. iv. 6 3 Ps. 1. 23 3 Nom. i. 8 4 Eph. i. 15f; ii. 22; iii. 1, 14 ff 
§ i, Thess. i. 2 f; iii. 9, 10; ii. Thess. i.3;ii.138  ¢ ii. Tim. i.3,5 7 Philemon iv 
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from the first day until now; and to the Corinthians, ‘“‘I 
thank my God always concerning you, for the grace of God 
which was given you in Christ Jesus; that in everything ye were 
enriched in Him, in all utterance and all knowledge;’”? he also 
glorifies God for their earnest care through which not only 
the measure of the wants of the saints have been filled up, but 
also thanksgiving abound unto God.? This, then, is the chief 
reason for St. Paul’s giving of thanks. God has opened the door 
of faith to the Gentiles,t they have been engrafted and rooted 
in the faith, their faith has manifested itself as a witness to the 
world, in labors of love, in patient endurance of tnbulation, 
and also God has made them rich in all the gifts of grace. 

The native churches of to-day may indeed fall short of 
those of the age of the Apostles in many respects, but we should 
be wandering from the track of St. Paul were we, in face of 
their darker side, to forget to give thanks for the good work 
which God has begun in them. There is indeed among them 
much childlike faith, believing prayer, honest love of God’s 
Word, self-sacrificing patience in tribulation, steadfastness in 
persecution and devotion, and also there is not lacking con-’ 
crete proof of individual and community life regenerated by the 
power of the gospel. When we compare what the native 
Christians of to-day have been with that which they have be- 
come, we also must say with St. Paul, “*having heard of the faith 
in the Lord Jesus which is among you, . . . we cease not to 
give thanks for you.’”® 

Yes, we have even more reason to give thanks than he. 
When we see the magnificent movement which from the days 


Phil.i.3,5  %i.Cor.i.4.ff 3 fi. Cor. viii. 8,16; ix.11,13 4 Acts. xiv. 27 
6 Eph. i. 15 











